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Mass Celebrating the Life of
—Froncis [elhletber
September 16, 2025

St. Joseph Center Chapel
Milwaukee, Wisconsin






In Memory of Francis Rothluebber

Prelude

Welcome

Sister Deborah Fumagalli

In Memory Sister Katheen O’Brien

Greeting

Introductory Rite

Father Joseph Juknialis

Sprinkling with Holy Water

Entrance Hymn

I Call You to My Father’ House

NEW BRITAIN Delores Dufner
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1. T cal you to my Fa- ther'shouse, A love - ly__
2. Lay down your sor - row, calm your fear; The Fa - ther
3. Al- though the. way be hard and long In- to the_
4, I have opre-pared a wed- ding feast Of fin - est_
5. 1 cal you to my Fa- ther'shouse, A love - ly__
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1. dwell - ing  place. He  comes__ to__ meet you
2. bids you come. With o - pen_ arms he
3. prom - ised land, Be not___ a - fraid to
4, food and  wine. 0 join___ us_ at this
5. dwell - ing  place. Be not__ a - fraid to
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1. on__ the. road, Arms read - y_— to em - brace.
2. wel - comes you To your e - ter - nal home
3. walk__ with me: I hold you by the hand
4, ban - quet where My friends, the saints now dine.
5. trav - el there And meet him face to face.
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Opening Prayer

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Deuteronomy 30: 11-14, 19b-20a
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 139, You Are Near Schutte
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O Lord, | know you are near,  stand-ing al-ways at my side. You
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guard me from the foe, and you lead me in ways ev-er - last-ing.
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1. Lord,_ you have searched my heart, and you know when |
2. Where_ can | run  from your love? If | climb to the

3. You_ know my heart and its ways, you who formed me be-
4. Mar-vel-ous to me are your works; how pro - found are your

= IN " 4

T - 7 JAN 1 N1
1 1 1= 1] 1 1 17 T 1
J = I T
1. sit and when | stand. Your_ hand is up - on me, pro-
2. heav-ens vyou are there; if | fly to the sun - rise or
3. fore I was born, in the se-cret of dark - ness be -
4. thoughts, my__  Lord. E-ven if | could count them, they
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1. tect-ing me from death, keep -ing me from harm.
2. sail be-yond the sea, still  I'd find you there.
3. fore | saw the sun, in  my moth-er's womb.
4. num-ber as the stars, you would still  be  there.
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Second Reading Ephesians 3:16-21
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord.
Whoever believes in me will live forever.

Gospel John 14:18-21
Homily Father Joseph Juknialis
Prayer of the Faithful
Liturgy of the Eucharist

Presentation of the Gifts and Preparation of the Altar

Eucharistic Acclamations Mass of Creation M. Haugen
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hosts. Heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho-san - na in the high-est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the
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high -est. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
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When we eat this Bread and drink  this  Cup, we pro -
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claim your Death, O Lord, un - til youcome a - gain.
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A - men, a - men, a - men
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sins  of the
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world, have mer-cy on  us.
A Last time
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world, grant us  peace.

ONE LICENSE A-703611

There will be two Communion stations.
Please come up the narrow aisle.
Return by the middle and the side aisles.



Communion Processional I Have Loved You Joncas

Refrain
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I have loved you with an  ev - er-last-inglove, I have
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called you and you are mine; I have loved you  with an
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ev-er-last-ing love, 1 have called you and you are mine.
Verses
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1. Seek the face of the Lord and long  for
2. Seek the face of the Lord and long for
3. Seek the face of the Lord and long for
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him: He will bring you his light and his peace.
him: He will bring you his joy and his hope.
him: He will bring you his care and his love.
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Final Commendation

Invitation to Prayer

Song of Farewell In Paradisum

In pa-ra-di-sum*de-di-cant te 4n - ge - i
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ae - tér - nam hé - be - as ré - qui-em.
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Prayer of Commendation



Proph - ets, psalm-ists, seers,and sag- es, All

Know, with you,

Closing Hymn Sing with All the Saints in Glory
HYMN TO JOY
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1. Sing with all the saints in glo-ry, Sing the res - ur -
2. O  what glo-ry, far  ex - ceed-ing All that eye has
3. Life e - ter-nal! heav’n re - joic-es: Je - sus lives who
4. Life e - ter-nal! O  what won-ders Crowd on faith; what
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rec - tion song! Death and sor - row, earth’s dark sto - ry,
yet per-ceived! Ho - liest hearts for a - ges plead-ing,
once was dead; Shout with joy, (6] death - less voic - es!
joy un-known, When, a- midst earth’s clos - ing thun- ders,
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. To the for - mer days be - long. All  a- round the
Nev - er that full joy con- ceived. God has prom - ised,
Child of God, lift up your head! Pa - tri - archs from
Saints shall stand be - fore the throne! O to en - ter
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clouds are break-ing, Soon the storms of time shall cease;
Christ pre - pares it, There on high our wel- come* waits;
dis - tant a - ges, Saints all long - ing for their heav’n,
that bright por - tal, See that glow - ing fir - ma - ment,
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In God’s like- ness, we a-wak-en, Know-ing ev - er - last-ing peace.
Ev - ’ry hum- ble spir- it shares it, Christ haspassed the e - ter - nal gates.

a- wait the glo-ry giv'n
O God im-mor-tal, Je - sus Christ whom you have sent!
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School

Sisters
0fﬁ5t. Francis
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Francis Rothluebber, who served as the sixth President of School Sisters of St.
Francis, died in Rockford, IL, on Aug. 13, 2025, at the age of 103. Alma Marie
Rothluebber was born Feb. 14, 1922, in St. Libory, NE, the 4th of 10 children
to Effie and William Rothluebber. She was received into the School Sisters of
St. Francis on June 13, 1938, and was given the name Sister Francis Borgia. She
is survived by her brother Hop of Norfolk NE and her sister Alvina of Sturgis,
SD, as well as by several nieces, nephews and cousins; many friends; and by the
School Sisters of St. Francis, with whom she ministered for more than half a
century. As Sister Francis Borgia, she began her teaching ministry in Milwaukee
in 1942 followed by two decades of service as teacher and principal at Alvernia
High School in Chicago. In 1966, Francis was elected as President of School
Sisters of St. Francis, leading this worldwide congregation of more than 3,600
professed sisters across the US, Europe, and Central America during the cultural
and religious shifts of the mid 20th century. In May 1972, the international
delegates unanimously re-elected her to the SSSF presidency and she was
also elected to a 3-year presidential term with the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious (LCWR). Her leadership of LCWR influenced the renewal of
religious life in many US congregations. Later, Francis ministered as a lecturer,
workshop leader and spiritual director in Milwaukee (1976-1985) and then as
founder of Columbiere Center (now known as Spirit Mountain Retreat Center)
in Idyllwild, CA. In 1994, Francis received dispensation from her religious
vows but remained a lifelong friend of the community and her sisters. Author
of numerous books, articles, and multimedia presentations, Francis continued
to write into her late 90s. She also founded New Momentum for Human Unity
and created an award-winning 2009 documentary film “City of the Dawn”
spotlighting the southern Indian city of Auroville. After an injury late last year,
Francis moved to Rockford, IL, where she received care at the home of a friend
and the services of Northern Illinois Hospice Association.

Following today’s liturgy, there will be an evening gathering of friends at Sacred
Heart Center (next door to St. Joseph Center) to celebrate Francis' life and
legacy. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Francis’ name to a religious
or charitable organization of your choice. A service and interment will be held
in Idyllwild, CA at Spirit Mountain Retreat Center on September 24, 2025.
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