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fullback.
The offensive line will be anchored by 

two returning starters at tackle, senior 
Carter Jackson, who has started since 
his sophomore year, and junior Julian 
Virgo. Senior Aaron Weber moves into 
the starting position at center, Brothers 

said, and junior Matt Brooks will man 
the tight end position, where he saw ex-
tensive action last year.

Brothers expects improved play by 
his offensive line. “We may throw more 
than we have (in the past) because our 
protection up front should be better,” 
Brothers said.

Wigger, Virgo, Weber and junior Seth 

Walker will see time on the defensive 
line. Junior Kenny Taylor moves from 
the line to linebacker, where he will be 
joined by Brooks and senior Sam Fox. 

In the secondary, the Knights will use 
returning starters Drennan and Tinker 
as well as senior Kyle Frank, juniors 
Braxton Marino and Dez Frazier, all 
of whom saw playing time last year, 
Sinclair and sophomore Tanner Hale, 
Brothers said.

“I think our defensive line is going to 
be solid,” Brothers said. “Altogether on 
defense we’ll have to tackle better, and 
in the scrimmages so far, we’ve shown 
improvement there.”

Because of a realignment of the 
TSSAA Division II classifications, all 12 
teams in Class AA will be in the playoffs 
at the end of the season.”

“The only way to make it work is let 
everybody in,” Brothers said.

The top two teams in the East/Middle 
and West regions will receive a first 
round bye, and the playoffs have been 
extended by one week so the champion-
ship game will now be the same week-
end as the Division I championships, 
Lussier explained.

“It’s nice to know you’re going to have 
a playoff opportunity,” Brothers said. 
“But you want to play well enough to 
know you really deserve it.” 
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As children return to school this 
month, many students who 
should be able to read their 

textbooks and teachers’ handwritten 
instructions won’t be able to. “We’re be-
coming more illiterate as a nation,” said 
Sister Sandra Smithson, SSSF, “and that 
is not acceptable.”

During the back-to-school season, 
and just ahead of International Literacy 
Day on Sept. 8, Sister Sandra is ramp-
ing up efforts to promote literacy. Sister 
Sandra is working to expand the on-line 
presence of the Reading Success soft-
ware that was developed to mimic her 
and her late sister Mary Craighead’s 
approach to teaching reading. The pro-
gram is also now available at St. Mary’s 
Bookstore, where a portion of the sales 
are donated to Catholic schools. 

The children that Sister Sandra works 
closely with at her charter schools, 
Smithson Craighead Academy and Mid-
dle School, are far behind in language 
skills when they start school. Sister 
Sandra said she can see “a tremendous 
difference in them before and after the 
program.”

The software “Reading Success in 
the Itty Bitty City” is modeled on the 
sisters’ philosophy of engaging and 
encouraging children. It is tailored to 
children as young as 3, because “we 
need to make sure kids are ready to 
read before they go to school,” Sister 
Sandra said.

Learning to read is so important, 
Sister Sandra said, because an illiter-
ate person will be a “lifetime under-
achiever” and more likely to live in 
poverty, turn to a life of crime and be in-
carcerated. Reading, she said, can help 
overcome that.

“There’s something about learning to 

read that seems to give the kids a feel-
ing of empowerment,” Sister Sandra 
said. “They take off in other areas.”

The children who come from a back-
ground of poverty and perhaps illiteracy 
themselves often come to school with a 
“defeated attitude,” Sister Sandra said, 
and reading gives them the confidence 
to succeed.

But Reading Success is not just 
geared for poor children who are lag-
ging behind. It is also for children that 
want to get a head start in school and 

already show an interest in reading. 
Deacon Mark Faulker of the Cathedral 
of the Incarnation Parish, and former 
board chairman of Project Reflect, 
strongly endorsed the software. “All 
four of my kids have gone through the 
program and all four are just ravenous 
readers,” he said. “I attribute it to that 
software.” 

The software is designed “like you’ve 
got Mary Craighead the teacher walk-
ing along with you and she won’t let you 
move to the next skill until you master 

it,” Deacon Faulkner said. It’s also 
designed for the enjoyment of the chil-
dren. “It was not a chore to get the kids 
to do the program,” he said, but it was a 
highly effective teaching tool, based on 
mastering basic skills and concepts. 

“You don’t want a student to move 
on before mastering the skill because 
you’re just setting them up for failure at 
a future level,” he said. 

Sister Sandra is adamant that students 
should not drift through school, passing 
along to the next grade if they are not 
ready. She is also confident that if chil-
dren use the Reading Success program 
they will be reading at or above grade 
level. “They do not fail,” she said. 

But teaching children to read is about 
more than doing well in school. It can 
help pull children out of poverty and 
give them a key to a better future. 

Sister Sandra, like Pope John Paul II, 
sees literacy as essential to evangeliza-
tion. The late pope made literacy the 
central theme of his 1995 Lenten mes-
sage. “Literacy allows the person to 
develop his possibilities, to broaden his 
talents, to enrich his relationships,” he 
wrote. 

“Intellectual formation is a decisive 
element for developing that human 
culture which helps make people more 
self-sufficient and free. It also makes 
possible a better formation of con-
science and a better perception of moral 
and spiritual responsibilities,” Pope 
John Paul II wrote.

Sister Sandra encouraged those fami-
lies who already have a strong culture 
of reading at home to buy the software 
and donate it to an individual or school 
that could benefit. 

The Reading Success software is avail-
able at St. Mary’s Bookstore, located at 
1909 West End Ave., or on-line at www.
ittybittycity.com.  

Sister Sandra works to empower children through literacy
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The “Reading Success in the Itty Bitty City” software, based on the teaching 
methods of Sister Sandra Smithson and her sister Mary Craighead, is now 
available at St. Mary's Bookstore.

Father Ryan Schedule
At Overton	 Aug. 21	 7 p.m.
Hillwood	 Aug. 28	 7 p.m.
At Brentwood	 Sept. 4	 7:30 p.m.   	
      Academy
Antioch	 Sept. 10	 7 p.m.
BGA	 Sept. 18	 7 p.m.
At JPII	 Oct. 2	 7 p.m.
MBA	 Oct. 9	 7 p.m.
At Ensworth	 Oct. 16	 7 p.m.
McCallie	 Oct. 23	 7 p.m.
At Baylor	 Oct. 30	 7 p.m.

JPII Schedule
Clarksville	 Aug. 21	 7:30 p.m.
At Gallatin	 Aug. 28	 7 p.m.
At McCallie	 Sept. 4	 7:30 p.m.
At Brentwood	 Sept. 18	 7:30 p.m.
      Academy
East Hamilton	 Sept. 25	 7:30 p.m.
Father Ryan	 Oct. 2	 7 p.m.
Ensworth	 Oct. 9	 7 p.m.
At Baylor	 Oct. 16	 7 p.m.
At BGA	 Oct. 23	 7 p.m.
MBA	 Oct. 30	 7 p.m.

Father Ryan, JPII teams open new football season
Continued from previous page.

Shrines of Italy
& Shroud of Turin
Pilgrimage:  April 19-30, 2010

Pope Benedict XVI authorized the Shroud to be displayed for a brief period in 2010.
Do not miss this, perhaps once in a lifetime, opportunity to see the Shroud.

Itinerary Includes: Rome, Monte Cassino, San Giovanni Rotondo, Lanciano, Loreto, Assisi, Sienna, 
and culminates with viewing the Holy Shroud in Turin.

Includes: 3&4 star hotels, breakfast/dinners, tour escort, daily mass & more

Special Spiritual Director: Fr. John Rock S.J.
(Aquinas College Prof., Chaplain for the Dominican Sisters, & worked for CDF in Rome)

For More information & details:  Call Richard or Luba 615-962-9127
Email: richard.luba@gmail.com or Visit: www.206tours.com/richard

$3,499 per person from Nashville or Atlanta
(airport taxes/surcharge & travel insurance extra; land only $2779)


