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On Tuesday, Nov. 10, I
concelebrated at the funeral
Mass for Sister Roberta
Semper, O.P., at St. Mich-
ael’s Church in Spalding.
This was her parish of Bap-
tism, First Communion and
Confirmation and now her
parish for the funeral Mass.
May she rest in peace.

It was certainly a cele-
bration of life and witness to
the power of the Holy Spirit
in her life. It was also a
larger celebration than just
her life. It was a testament
to the value and richness of
the consecrated life of reli-
gious women. Her contribu-
tions to the Church and the
Diocese of Grand Island
ranged from the ministry of
nursing, to directing reli-
gious education programs,
to serving as a pastoral
assistant. She was typical of
so many religious women
who have served in the
Diocese of Grand Island.

Amid this celebration of
life and tribute to the rich-
ness of the consecrated life,
is the ever-present news
about a Rome-directed visi-
tation to the religious orders
and congregations of
women in United States.
The purpose of the visit
seems quite simple: to
review the quality of reli-
gious orders and congrega-
tions in the United States
and to inquire about the sig-
nificant drop in numbers.
However, almost every arti-
cle has the overtone of,
“what’s wrong.” The innu-
endos override the stated
purpose.

I’m not sure about the
outcomes of the visitation,
but one thing I am sure of is
the contributions of
Religious women to the
Church in the United States.
Their historical presence in
the United States is monu-

mental.
The bishops of the State

of California have written a
letter of support and tribute
to the contributions of
Religious women in the
United States. “We find it
appropriate to acknowledge
with profound gratitude the
contributions of these
women of the Gospel who
have lived and served in the
Catholic Dioceses and
Archdioceses of California.”
The same could be said in
the Diocese of Grand Island.
Religious women opened
the first hospitals, estab-
lished and taught in our
Catholic schools, and pro-
vided the first social servic-
es to those most in need.
The comment should be,
“What did they do right,”
not “What is wrong.”

On a personal level I
remember vividly the
School Sisters of St. Francis
of Milwaukee who taught
me in the fifth to eighth
grades. I do not have some
generic memory of some
sister, but a clear picture of
each one, each unique in
teaching and ministry. I also
taught high school with
those same sisters and again
they were unique witnesses
to the charism of their order.
They were, in the words of
the letter of the California
bishops, “Women Religious
bearing witness to the
unique value of lives given
totally to God in love and
expressed in generous serv-
ice to God’s people.” They
were co-workers bringing
the message of the Gospel
to the high school students.

I can certainly under-
stand a visitation that is con-
ducted to critique and
improve the quality of reli-
gious life and to address the
decline in numbers.
However, a deep sense of

gratitude and an attitude of
respect must be the hall-
marks of the visit. We need
the same characteristics
when addressing the voca-
tion of marriage, or the
vocation to the ordained dia-
conate and priesthood.
“What’s wrong” is not the
appropriate attitude.

The visitation also
requires the perspective of
500 or more years and not
just the past 20 years.
Historically, Religious
orders and congregations
started with a specific
charism and then developed
into a movement formed by
the Holy Spirit. Hundreds of
orders have developed over
the past 500 years in the
Church. Some still exist,
and some have served their
specific charism for a period
of time and dissolved.
Charisms lead to move-
ments of the Holy Spirit in
the Church and not neces-
sarily to permanent institu-
tions. St. Paul, who spoke
so much about differing and
emerging gifts, might not
recognize some of the gifts
of the Holy Spirit operating
over the past 500 years and
today.

I hope and pray that the
visitations will make a posi-
tive contribution to the qual-
ity of Religious life and the
perceived anxieties will be
allayed. All vocations need
critical review in light of the
Holy Spirit and the varieties
of gifts as St. Paul so clearly
stated.

Thanks to Sister Roberta
and all the Religious sisters
who have ministered so
faithfully in the Diocese of
Grand Island over the past
97 years.

El martes del 10 de
noviembre concelebré la
misa de exequias de la her-

mana Roberta Semper, O.P.
en la iglesia de San Miguel
en Spalding. Fue su parro-
quia de bautismo, la primera
comunión, y la confirma-
ción y ahora su parrquia de
la misa de exequias.
Que descanse en paz.

Por seguro fue una cele-
bración de vida y testimonio
del poder del Espíritu Santo
en su vida. También fue una
celebración mas grande que
solamente su vida. Fue un
testimonio del valor y
riqueza de la vida consagra-
da de las mujeres religiosas.
Sus contribuciones a la
Iglesia y la Diocesis de
Grand Island recorrieron del
miinisterio de ser enfermera,
a dirigir los programas de la
educación religiosa, a servir
como asistente pastoral. Era
típica de tantas religiosas
que han servido en la
Diocesis de Grand Island.

Entre esta celebración de
vida y tributo a la riqueza de
la vida consagrada son las
noticias siempre presentes
sobre una visitación dirigida
por Roma a las ordenes reli-
giosas y congregaciones de
mujeres en los E.U. La
razón de la visita parece
muy sencilla: para repasar la
calidad de las ordenes reli-
giosas y congregaciones en
los E.U. y preguntar sobre la
caída significante de los
números. Sin embargo, casi
cada artículo tiene la insin-
uación de ‘¿Qué tiene de
malo?’ Las insinuaciones
pasan por encima de la
razón dicha.

No estoy seguro de los
resultados de la visitación
pero hay una cosa de que
estoy seguro: las contribu-
ciones de las religiosas a la
Iglesia en los E.U. Su pres-
encia histórica en los E.U.
es moñumental.

Los obispos del estado
de California han escrito

una carta de apoyo y tributo
a las contribuciones de las
religiosas en los E.U. “Lo
encontramos apropriado
reconocer con gratitud pro-
fundo las contribuciones de
estas mujeres del evangelio
que han vivido y servido en
las dioceses católicas y
arcodioceses de California.”
Lo mismo podría ser dicho
en la diocesis de Grand
Island. Las mujeres reli-
giosas abrieron los primeros
hospitales, establecieron y
enseñaban en nuestras
escuelas católicas, y
proveeron los primeros ser-
vicios sociales a los mas
desamparados. El comen-
tario debe ser, “¡Lo que han
hecho correcto!”, no “Mira
lo incorrecto.”

De un nivel personal
recuerdo vividmente las her-
manas escolares de San
Francisco de Milwaukee que
me eseñaban en los grados
quinto hasta el octavo. No
tengo una memoria genérica
de una hermana, pero un
cuadro claro de cada una,
cada única en enseñar y
ministerio. También enseña-
ba yo la escuela secundaria
con las mismas hermanas y
otra vez eran testigos únicos
al carismo de su orden.
Eran, en las palabras de la
carta de los obispos de
California, “Religiosas
dando testimonio al valor
único de vidas entregadas
tatalmente a Dios en amor y
exprimidas en servicio gen-
eroso al pueblo de Dios.”
Eran co-trabajadores traendo
el mensaje del evangelio a
los estudiantes de la escuela
secundaria.

Por seguro puedo enten-
der una visitación que es
conducida para criticar y
mejorar la calidad de la vida
religiosa y para dirigirse a la
caída en números. Sin em-
bargo, un sentido profundo

de gratitud y una actitud de
respeto tiene que ser las
marcas de la visita. Neces-
itmaos las mismas carac-
terísticas cuando dirigien-
donos a la vocación del
matrmonio, o la voca-ción
al diaconado ordenado y
sacerdocio. “¿Qué hay de
malo” no es la actitud apro-
priada.

La visitación también
requiere la perspectiva de
500 o más años y no sola-
mente los 20 pasados años.
Hostóricamente, las ordenes
religiosas y congregaciones
empezaron con un carisma
específico y entonces se
desarollaron en un movi-
miento formado por el
Espíritu Santo. Cienes de
ordenes se han desarollaron
en los pasados 500 años en
la Iglesia. Algunas todavía
existen, y algunas han servi-
do su carisma específico
para un rato y han desapare-
cido. Los carismas tienden a
movimientos del Espíritu
Santo en la Iglesia y no
necesariamente a institu-
ciones permanentes. San
Pablo, que hablaba tanto
sobre los dones diferentes y
emergientes, no reconociera
algunos de los dones del
Espíritu Santo operando en
los pasados 500 años y hoy
en día.

Espero y ruego que la
visitación haga una con-
tribución positiva a la cali-
dad de la vida religosa y las
ansiedades percibidas serán
disminuidas. Todas las voca-
ciones necesitan un repaso
crítico en la luz del Espíritu
Santo y las variedades de
los dones como San Pablo
claramente dijo.

Gracias a la hermana
Roberta y a todas las her-
manas religosas que han
servido tan fielmente en la
Diocesis de Grand Island en
los pasados 97 años.

Churches work to ensure everyone is counted in 2010 U.S. census
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON—Churches
have a crucial role to play in
ensuring that everyone is counted
on Census Day 2010, April 1.

That’s the message Alejandro
Aguilera-Titus and Beverly Carroll
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Secretariat on Cultural
Diversity in the Church are deliv-
ering as key point people in the
USCCB’s partnership effort with
the U.S. Census Bureau.

The numbers gathered in the
2010 census will determine repre-
sentation in Congress and the allo-
cation of more than $400 billion in
annual federal funding for local
schools, roads, parks and other
services.

“Historically we know there
are three major communities that
are difficult to count—the new
immigrant, those who are isolated
due to little knowledge of English
and the low-income,” said
Aguilera-Titus, assistant director
for Hispanic affairs in the cultural
diversity secretariat, in an inter-
view with Catholic News Service
recently.

But with 19,000 parishes and
thousands more social service
agencies, health care facilities and
educational institutions around the
country, the Catholic Church is in
a unique position to reach many of
those people and to convince them

that it’s important to be counted,
said Carroll, assistant director for
African-American affairs, in the
same interview.

“Our parishes, our centers, our
outreach captures the attention and
participation of many people, and
the church has a particular role in

working with communities and
being supportive of political activ-
ities that supports the needs of our
people,” she said.

Particularly among communi-
ties that are hard to reach and hard
to count, “we have a certain credi-
bility, so people would be more

apt to be listening,” Carroll added.
Aguilera-Titus said the key to

a smooth and efficient Census Day
is trust. Those who are being
counted must trust that their infor-
mation will not be passed along to
other federal agencies or made
available to their neighbors.

“Churches can help to generate
that level of trust,” he said, and
can also provide concrete assis-
tance such as help with the census
form or with finding language
assistance for those who need it.

People also need to know that
the census will not be a complicat-
ed or time-consuming endeavor
for them, Aguilera-Titus said. With
only 10 questions, it is one of the
shortest questionnaires since the
U.S. census was first taken in
1790.

Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of
San Antonio, chairman of the
USCCB Committee on Cultural
Diversity in the Church, said the
statistics gathered in the census
can serve much more than govern-
mental purposes.

“The U.S. census is a useful
tool for learning about God’s peo-
ple, who and where they are, and
many other facts that shed light on
their lives, possibilities and strug-
gles,” the archbishop said in a
statement.

“A church that seeks to evan-
gelize is characterized by out-
reach,” he added. “The U.S. cen-

sus gives us important information
to do that.”

Required once every 10 years
by the U.S. Constitution, the cen-
sus aims to count every person
residing in the United States on
April 1, 2010. This includes all 50
states, the District of Columbia,
American Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Hundreds of faith-based organ-
izations, community and nonprofit
groups, schools, corporations and
government agencies have signed
up as partners in the census effort,
under the theme “It’s in our
hands.”

But some groups fear that a
move by two Republican senators
could derail the entire census
process.

Sens. David Vitter, R-La., and
Bob Bennett, R-Utah, have pro-
posed an amendment to the census
funding bill that would block all
funds unless the census includes a
question about citizenship and
immigration status. With census
forms already in the printing
process, there is little chance of
meeting the April 1 Census Day
target if new forms have to be
printed.

The proposed amendment has
drawn strong criticism from
Hispanic groups. The National

Catholic blogosphere
Promoting charity, truth online

� SEE CENSUS, PAGE 4
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BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY—
Communications technology
keeps changing, but the
need to deliver a message
with truth and charity is
never obsolete, said Italian
Archbishop Claudio Maria
Celli.

As president of the
Pontifical Council for Social
Communications, Archbish-
op Celli presided over a
four-day meeting of cardi-
nals, bishops and Catholic
media professionals to dis-
cuss—mainly in small
groups—new pastoral
guidelines for church com-
munications.

A recurring theme dur-
ing the meeting Oct. 26-29
was what constitutes
Catholic communications
and what, if anything, can
be done about those who
use the word Catholic to
describe themselves while
using all sorts of nasty
adjectives to describe any-
one who doesn’t agree with
them.

Archbishop Celli said he
didn’t think a Catholic blog-

gers’ “code of conduct”
would accomplish much,
especially when what is
really needed is a reflection
on what it means to commu-
nicate.

Upright, ethical commu-
nication is a natural result of
a sincere desire to share the
truth about God, about faith
and about the dignity of the
human person, he said.

The archbishop said that
what Pope Benedict XVI
has said about solidarity and
development aid goes for
communications as well:
“Charity needs truth and
truth needs charity.”

“Anyone speaking pub-
licly as a Catholic has to
have those ethical values
that are part of a serious,
honest form of communica-
tion,” Archbishop Celli said.

“In the past, the church’s
educational efforts included
helping people decide what
they should or should not
watch. Now it must also
help them decide what they
should or should not pro-
duce” and put on the
Internet, he said.

Carl A. Anderson,

supreme knight of the
Knights of Columbus and a
consultant to Archbishop
Celli’s council, said, “If
Catholics cannot deal with
each other with civility, how
can we expect others to?”

“We make certain claims
about what kind of commu-
nity we are; we have set the
standards high and we must
try really, really hard to live
up to that,” Anderson said.

He said Pope Benedict is
an example of a good
Catholic communicator:
“He seeks clarity and defini-
tion while demonstrating
charity and respect for oth-
ers.”

Talking about the
Catholic blogosphere, Los
Angeles Cardinal Roger M.
Mahony said, “I have been
appalled by some of the
things I’ve seen; of course,
I’ve been the object of some
of them.”

Being Christian, he said,
means treating others like
Jesus treated people: reach-
ing out to all and exercising
extreme caution when mak-
ing judgments.

“One of the side effects

of the new technology that
frightens me a bit is that
people can hide behind a
fake facade and then start
shooting cannons at other
people,” the cardinal said.

One of the pontifical
council’s consultants,
Basilian Father Thomas
Rosica, the head of
Canada’s Salt and Light
Catholic Media Foundation,
said the Internet and blogs
have brought about a “radi-
calization of rhetoric,” even
among Catholics.

The Web site of Salt and
Light Television, he said,
sometimes receives hun-
dreds of comments on a
story.

“Many we don’t publish
because of the filth and
some we’ve turned over to
the police” because of the
threats they contain, he said.

Asked to address the
council about Catholic
media in North America,
Father Rosica said, “On the
Internet there is no account-
ability, no code of ethics
and no responsibility for

� SEE BLOG, PAGE 3

Confirmation: St. Patrick’s, North Platte

Confirmation was held on Oct. 4 at St. Patrickʼs Church in
North Platte with Bishop William J. Dendinger officiating.
Pictured front row from left: Kylee Parsons, Santana
Polanco, Mia Reitz, Bishop Dendinger, Tonni Campbell,
Anesha Divine and John Tines. Second row: Father Jim
Golka, Kylee Parsons, Shayla Perlinger, Abigail Bonta, Emily
Bradney, Corinne Carlton, Mariah Carney and Stephanie
Whips. Third row: Zach Wordekemper, Taylor Smith, Zach
Smith, Kyle Deaver, Chantal Gutierrez, Ryan Deertz and
Sarah Rose Westling. Fourth row: Eric Schmitz, Juan
Martinez, Lucas OʼConnor, Chase Baker, Marcus Bailey,
Carlos Barron, Michael Clinch and Joshua Hall. (Photo by
Brown-Harano Studio)


